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THE Executive Committee have quickly followed up their
report to the meeting of the Association for the Advance-
ment of Medicine by Research, by the publication of a

valuable " Memorandum of Facts and Considerations re- I

lating to the practice of Scientific Experiments on Living 
Animals, commonly called Vivisection." It was necessary
that some such statement should be the first publication
issued by the Society, and the admirable manner in which
this Memorandum has been drawn up promises well for the
future prosperity of the Association. Calm and clear in its

statements, it is yet most cogent in its reasoning, and we
confidently expect that it will be very useful as a temperate,
well-reasoned expression of the truth. The question of the
even further restriction of experimental research in physio-
logy and pathology in this country is almost sure to arise in
Parliament before long, and the opportunity should be seized
to make known in the Legislature the real facts of the case,
and to strengthen the hands of the Government in the wise
administration of the existing Act.
The Memorandum starts with the assertion that the art

of medicine " does not depend upon arbitrary dogmas, or
upon the theories of one or another school; it depends upon
accurate knowledge of the structure and functions of the
body in health and disease, and of the effects of various
agents upon it, applied in each case by the aid of bedside
experience." 

" 

Knowledge of physiology, pathology, and
pharmacology depends entirely upon observation and expe-
riment ; and it is pointed out that, in spite of the difficulties
of research into the natural laws of living beings, "it would
be as reasonable to expect the institutes of medicine to

advance without laboratories and experiments on animals,
as to hope for progress in chemistry or physics by allowing
only observation upon metals and gases and forbidding the
performance of experiments." The experience of the whole
profession in all parts of the civilised world supports this
assertion, and those most busy with the practical duties of
their calling are among the most keen in their appreciation
of the efforts and results of the more purely scientific inves-
tigators. The moral consideration arising from the fact that
some physiological and pathological experiments cause pain,
and some even loss of animal life, is next dealt with; and the

duty of making a comparison between the injury to a sentient
creature and the probable benefit to mankind or to others of
his own species is freely accepted. A classification of experi-
ments clearly shows that it is only a small number of them
which are attended with pain at all, and that of these the
large majority entail pain of quite insignificant amount, as the
prick of a hypodermic syringe, or more prolonged discomfort,
which in no way approaches what in other relations is spoken
of as torture. The medical profession has never been behind
the age in its feeling for the sufferings either of humanity or
of the animal creation, and although there are exceptions
to this as to every rule, it is yet true that the charge of
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which in no way approaches what in other relations is spoken
of as torture. The medical profession has never been behind
the age in its feeling for the sufferings either of humanity or
of the animal creation, and although there are exceptions
to this as to every rule, it is yet true that the charge of

wanton cruelty has never been established against any
investigator of repute in this country. The latter part of
this Memorandum states the objects of scientific experiments
on living animals, and it ranges these under six heads, as
follows: (1) To extend, correct, and define our knowledge of
the functions of the living body; (2) to obtain direct and
exact knowledge of the processes of disease ; (3) to test

various remedial measures directly ; (4) to ascertain the

means of checking contagion and preventing epidemic disease
both in men and brutes ; (5) for instruction, and (6) for the
detection of poisons. Under the first four heads many

examples of experiments upon living animals which have
proved of great value for those special purposes are detailed,
and it is clearly shown that the advantages which have been
derived by the experimental method of research are ex-

perienced in every branch of our art, and that dumb animals
have participated in them in no small proportion. If a more

mercenary view should commend itself to some in this utili-

tarian age, they will find that the now much abused and
miscalled " vivisection" has added not inconsiderably to the
wealth of nations. While it is only fair that physiologists
should be required to answer the question Cui bono ? in refer-
ence to the experimental method as practised for long periods
of time-and it is a demand they need not shrink from-
it is entirely unfair to ask the question of an experimenter as
applied to each experiment. It is enough that its object be
the elucidation of truth, and he may be content to wait for
the recognition of the practical value of any given portion of
truth-of any natural fact-until knowledge has so advanced
as to show its appropriate place in the order of nature. In

reference to the question of demonstrations to students,
while it is insisted that physiology, like other sciences,
should be taught practically, if at all, it is pointed out that
long before the passing of the present Act experiments in-
volving pain to animals were by common consent excluded
from all courses of Practical Physiology, at any rate in this
country. We believe that it is no exaggeration to say that
"the evidence is ample to show what no one conversant
with the subject doubts that the great strides made in the
practice of medicine during the last fifty years have been
chiefly due to the exact scientific and experimental in-

quiries of this epoch." And this being so, "so long as
scientific men exercise their responsibility in the humane
spirit which has hitherto guided investigation in this

country, they have a right to ask that no unnecessary
obstacles should be placed in their way."

THE question of the Notification of Disease seems to be
exciting considerable attention in Greenock, which happens
to be one of the few towns in which such a system has been
more or less in force for some years. In consequence of this

fact, Dr. WALLACE, the medical officer of health, was re.

quested, some months ago, to furnish a report of the working
of the system for the guidance of the Select Committee of
the House of Commons on Police and Sanitary Regulations.
The Report is in favour of a system of notification by the
medical practitioner. Hitherto the practice has been that of
notification by the householder. It was originally proposed
in the Police Bill of 1876 to require the medical practitioner
to report to the sanitary inspector every case of infectious
disease in his practice. For this report he was to receive
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2s. 6d. In default of such report he was to be iable to a to it that of the practitioners in Greenock. Audi alteram

fine not exceeding 40s. This clause was altered out of partem. We are loth to believe that any considerable

deference to the opposition of medical men, who thought it number of practitioners, rightly appealed to, would be found
would tend to impair the confidence placed in them by the unwilling to facilitate such an object as the restriction and
public and defeat the object of the Bill. The responsibility limitation of infectious disease. Dr. WALLACE thinks that

of notifying was then thrown on the householder. Dr. no further results will be got out of the householders’ noti-
WALLACE says that many medical men then expressed an fication. He gives a singular reason for preferring that the
inclination to help the working of the Act. But though he medical officer should be made responsible. The house-

admits that "the more respectable" practitioners in the holder, he says, is apt, by the intimation of the diagnosis of
town have done what they could to help him, the tone with infectious disease, to be thrown into confusion and distrac-

regard to the profession generally is one of complaint, and tion. But is the doctor a man of leisure, with nothing to
one which we cannot but regret he should feel called ori to use. do but write and send to sanitary inspectors reports of infec-
" Covert if not open hostility, he observes, has been shown tious disease ? Certainly he is not. Our belief is that Dr.

by others." He says in this Report, addressed primarily to WALLACE and other medical officers of health will find

the Board of Supervision of Scotland, that some practitioners valuable co-operators in the isolation of disease in medical
not only did not advise the householders to report, but men if they will give them credit for being willing to be such,
failed to give any advice themselves about disinfection and and if they will not strive to put upon their shoulders legal
other measures of protection. " In several instances, prac- duties which attach properly to householders and parents.
titioners studiously avoided naming the disease, in order, .

apparently, that the householder might say that he did not FROM the brief report of the meeting held at the Royal
know the patient was labouring under an infectious disease. College of Physicians on the 27th ult., which appeared in
Indeed, instances have occurred of the practitioner having our columns last week, it will have been seen that the
refused to specify the disease even when asked by the Fellows passed a resolution to the effect that the system 01
householder who had suspected the real nature of it, and extensively advertising medical works, and the custom of
was willing to comply with the law," &c. Dr. WALLACE giving, whether for publication or not, laudatory certificates
thinks that "many medical men, in many cases requiring of medicinal and other preparations, and of medical and
removal to a hospital, believe that the duty of reporting is surgical appliances, is misleading to the public, derogatory
an arbitrary mode of depriving them of their means of liveli- to the dignity of the profession, and contrary to the traditions
hood," &c. and resolutions of the Royal College of Physicians. The

Notwithstanding Dr. WALLACE’S complaints against many College is to be congratulated on the action it has

of the practitioners, he is able to offer a very strong proof taken in this matter. Medical authors we are sure will take

of the advantages of even the imperfect notification he care, if publishers insist on advertising works of which they
has received. A large number of the reports reach him have the copyright in the columns of the daily press, that
from registrars in cases of death-605 out of 4423; a small at least in future the advertisements will be shorn of lauda-

number direct from medical men-106 ; a large number of tory notices. It is a matter, however, of regret that a more
case3 are discovered by sanitary officers, and a large number decided expression of disapproval was not given with regard
by neighbours who begin to know and appreciate the law. to advertising medical works in the lay press. As the reso-

Though the present system admits of no further development lution at present stands, it leaves this open to the conscience
-there being no substantial increase in the number of of individual Fellows. As regards the majority, there can
Reports for the last two years-it has still wrought a con- be little doubt that the liberty will not be abused; still

siderable improvement in the public health. The average there are some who are well known to have peculiar views
death-rate has fallen considerably, as well as the average on the subject, and a stringent resolution might have’had
annual percentage of deaths from diseases of the zymotic the effect of making them conform to the general practice.
class, so that Greenock now has the lowest mortality among Undoubtedly the profession as a body views with growing
the large Scotch towns, instead of almost the highest. The suspicion those of its members who are continually sounding
reduction in some particular zymotic diseases is very strik- their own trumpets, whether the note takes the form of ex-

ing, as shown, e.g., in two five-year periods, 1871-5 and tensively advertising their own works, or connecting their
1876-80, respectively, from the following diseases: Small- names with every pharmaceutical preparation, aperient
pox 55’20, 28’13; measles 50, 28’20; scarlet fever 93 40, waters, patent foods, or medical and surgical appliances, or
12’20; typhus 29-80, 19’20. The mortality from scarlet fever of signing bulletins for insertion in the public journals with
used to be 4-64 per cent. of all deaths in twenty-two years; regard to the health of some comparatively insignificant per-
in the last five the mortality has been ’89 per cent. Dr. sonage who may happen to have the gout or an attack of
WALLACE says the mortality of cases removed to hospitals influenza ; or of a more ingenious form, which has lately
as compared with thoe treated at home was in 1878-81 as come into vogue, of publishing cases which appeal to

follows, in whole numbers : Typhus 15, 23; enteric 11, 22; the sympathy and the imagination of the public in the

scarlet fever 5, 11; measles 3, 1. reports intended for general circulation on the part of
It must be remembered that Dr. WALLACE’S statement is special hospitals. At the present day no excuse can be

an ex pctrte one so far as it is made from the standpoint admitted for these practices. Forty or fifty years ago
of the medical officer of health. We cannot but think it it might have been urged that a professional man had
would have been better to have taken his evidence direct few opportunities of making himself known except
tefore the Committee, and to have had in sharp succession to the limited circle of his school and a few professional
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friends. But such an excuse cannot be maintained term of years over a district large enough to secure for him
lt present. Since that time the Medical Societies have an income apart from private practice, occupies a position of
multiplied to a prodigious extent, so that it is not independence such as is necessary to the proper performance
difficult for a man who has anything to show or say, worth of the duties of his office, that he is free from the risk of
showing or saying, to bring it directly under the notice offending patients, that he can secure in his work the

of the profession. The same may be said of the medical needful aid of medical practitioners in a way which no

press: not only have the old-established journals vastly competing colleague could aspire to, and that he has the
extended their columns for the reception of original articles, special inducement, together with the favourable oppor-
but nearly every branch of the profession has its own tunities, for making himself thoroughly conversant with the

journal in which matters of special interest may be discussed. scientific and practical aspects of public health questions,
With so many legitimate means at command of bringing and that he hence acquires an influence both with the
himself into notice, a man must indeed be perverse, and even public, and as regards his advice to sanitary authorities,
blind to his own interests, to seek for ephemeral public appro- which could not otherwise be expected.
bation at the risk of losing the substantial rewards that surely, Speaking generally, we cannot but feel that the more

if somewhat slowly, await those whose work has received weighty arguments lie on the side of those who would

the stamp of approval from their professional brethren, require the officer of health to devote his whole time to his
duties. Perhaps the most prominent objection to this plan

Ix our Local Government Department we give a summary has reference to the fact that in a wide district such an

of eight reports on certain sanitary districts in the county of officer might not be found in moments of urgency. But as

Denbigh, the reports having been prepared with a view of a matter of experience, these sudden emergencies do not
facilitating a final decision as to whether the districts in often arise, and the possible delay in securing the attendance
question can best be served by being formed into a united of the health officer on some such special occasion is not to
district for the purposes of the appointment of a medical be compared in importance with the hindrances due to the
officer of health, or whether the existing arrangements, endless and daily recurring ties of active practice, which
which are without uniformity, and which involve the ap- compel the ordinary medical practitioner constantly to post-
pointment of thirteen health officers, all engaged in private pone his visits as officer of health until they become practi.
practice, shall be maintained. Acting, we assume, under cally useless for the matter immediately under considera-
official instructions, the Local Government Board inspector tion. Besides which, too much importance must not be
for North Wales has made a statutory representation, such attached to instantaneous advice given on these occasions
as is required under the Public Health Act, 1875, to the of emergency, and which has for its object to deal with some
effect that such a combination of districts is desirable in the impending mischief, such as an epidemic; for it is rarely
interest of the several contributory places concerned; his that proper effect can at such a moment be given to the
action in this matter having received the support of the advice, and even if efficiently adopted, it is seldom to be

St. Asaph Rural Sanitary Authority, who in 1873 expressed compared in value with the continuous action which is

a desire to see some such combination brought about ; and undertaken on the advice of a competent and trusted health
that of the Ruthin Rural Authority, who in 1875 passed a officer, and which steadily does away with the very condi-
resolution, which they soon after rescinded, to the effect tions which would otherwise tend to favour the occurrence

that a combined appointment of one officer of health for of the emergencies anticipated. Regarding the proposed
the several sanitary districts of the county of Denbigh Denbighshire combination from these several points of

would conduce to a more efficient system of sanitary view, it is quite obvious that, with one or two exceptions,
administration. real progress in sanitary administration has been all but
The reports referred to raise the whole question as to limited to the sanitary districts employing as medical

whether it is desirable as a rule to employ medical officers officer of health the only officer out of the thirteen referred
of health, not engaged in private practice, to act for a to who has been able to give a large portion of his time to
combination of sanitary districts, or whether it is more the duties of that office, and who is specially referred to as
advantageous to appoint medical practitioners having other having taken pains to acquaint himself fully with the

duties to act as resident health officers over smaller areas, principles of sanitary science. Other officers have been

Very valid arguments may be brought forward in favour of assiduous, but they have, as a rule, failed to induce

both methods of appointment, and it is by no means easy to their authorities to carry out the remedial measures sug-

lay down a rule which shall be applicable to all districts gested.
alike. On the one hand, it is contended that in his own Hitherto the sanitary authorities concerned have been
immediate district a medical man who is both health officer unable to arrive at any decision as to which sort of appoint-
and engaged in actual practice has special facilities for ment they should make, and, judging from the account of
hearing of cases of infectious disease, and for suggesting their more recent deliberations, unanimity does not seem to
immediate remedy, that he must of necessity have constant be near at hand. The proposed district is not extensive to
opportunity of acquainting himself with the sanitary con- a fault, as some combined districts have been; it is almost

dition of the localities in which his work lies, and that his surrounded by railways, giving reasonably easy access to
occupation limits him to a comparatively small area, where most of its populous localities, and, in view of past ex-
he can, as a rule, be found on any emergency when imme- perience in the sanitary administration of its several com-
diate action or advice is needed. On the other hand, it is ponent parts, it certainly seems desirable to secure for the
held that a medical officer of health who is appointed for a whole county that uniform advice on health requirements
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of eight reports on certain sanitary districts in the county of officer might not be found in moments of urgency. But as

Denbigh, the reports having been prepared with a view of a matter of experience, these sudden emergencies do not
facilitating a final decision as to whether the districts in often arise, and the possible delay in securing the attendance
question can best be served by being formed into a united of the health officer on some such special occasion is not to
district for the purposes of the appointment of a medical be compared in importance with the hindrances due to the
officer of health, or whether the existing arrangements, endless and daily recurring ties of active practice, which
which are without uniformity, and which involve the ap- compel the ordinary medical practitioner constantly to post-
pointment of thirteen health officers, all engaged in private pone his visits as officer of health until they become practi.
practice, shall be maintained. Acting, we assume, under cally useless for the matter immediately under considera-
official instructions, the Local Government Board inspector tion. Besides which, too much importance must not be
for North Wales has made a statutory representation, such attached to instantaneous advice given on these occasions
as is required under the Public Health Act, 1875, to the of emergency, and which has for its object to deal with some
effect that such a combination of districts is desirable in the impending mischief, such as an epidemic; for it is rarely
interest of the several contributory places concerned; his that proper effect can at such a moment be given to the
action in this matter having received the support of the advice, and even if efficiently adopted, it is seldom to be

St. Asaph Rural Sanitary Authority, who in 1873 expressed compared in value with the continuous action which is

a desire to see some such combination brought about ; and undertaken on the advice of a competent and trusted health
that of the Ruthin Rural Authority, who in 1875 passed a officer, and which steadily does away with the very condi-
resolution, which they soon after rescinded, to the effect tions which would otherwise tend to favour the occurrence

that a combined appointment of one officer of health for of the emergencies anticipated. Regarding the proposed
the several sanitary districts of the county of Denbigh Denbighshire combination from these several points of

would conduce to a more efficient system of sanitary view, it is quite obvious that, with one or two exceptions,
administration. real progress in sanitary administration has been all but
The reports referred to raise the whole question as to limited to the sanitary districts employing as medical

whether it is desirable as a rule to employ medical officers officer of health the only officer out of the thirteen referred
of health, not engaged in private practice, to act for a to who has been able to give a large portion of his time to
combination of sanitary districts, or whether it is more the duties of that office, and who is specially referred to as
advantageous to appoint medical practitioners having other having taken pains to acquaint himself fully with the

duties to act as resident health officers over smaller areas, principles of sanitary science. Other officers have been

Very valid arguments may be brought forward in favour of assiduous, but they have, as a rule, failed to induce

both methods of appointment, and it is by no means easy to their authorities to carry out the remedial measures sug-

lay down a rule which shall be applicable to all districts gested.
alike. On the one hand, it is contended that in his own Hitherto the sanitary authorities concerned have been
immediate district a medical man who is both health officer unable to arrive at any decision as to which sort of appoint-
and engaged in actual practice has special facilities for ment they should make, and, judging from the account of
hearing of cases of infectious disease, and for suggesting their more recent deliberations, unanimity does not seem to
immediate remedy, that he must of necessity have constant be near at hand. The proposed district is not extensive to
opportunity of acquainting himself with the sanitary con- a fault, as some combined districts have been; it is almost

dition of the localities in which his work lies, and that his surrounded by railways, giving reasonably easy access to
occupation limits him to a comparatively small area, where most of its populous localities, and, in view of past ex-
he can, as a rule, be found on any emergency when imme- perience in the sanitary administration of its several com-
diate action or advice is needed. On the other hand, it is ponent parts, it certainly seems desirable to secure for the
held that a medical officer of health who is appointed for a whole county that uniform advice on health requirements
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which emanate from one skilled officer, and which has
already led to good results in some three or four of the
sanitary areas comprised within it.

which emanate from one skilled officer, and which has
already led to good results in some three or four of the
sanitary areas comprised within it.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis.’

HOSPITAL SUNDAY.

IT is very gratifying to us to notice the steady growth of
the Hospital Sunday Fund. The effects of the commercial
depression upon the natural growth are now passing away,
and the collection of 1882 exceeds that of 1878 by nearly
&pound;10,000. The cash received to July 18th amounts to

:E34,424 12s. 2d. After paying &pound; 1380, the proportion set I,
apart for the purchase of surgical appliances, and allowing I
sufncient for liabilities and current expenses, the amount
available for distribution is &pound; 32,415 13s. 9d., which, thanks
to the prompt action of the Council, is now being dis-
tributed among the needy hospitals and dispensaries of the
metropolis. On the Saturday preceding the collection we
were at some pains to illustrate what we called the starva-
tion of our hospitals. We are glad to know that our facts
and statements received attention in the pulpits of the

metropolis on Hospital Sunday, and were found very useful
as a basis for the appeals of clergymen and ministers, which
resulted in a collection exceeding by about a couple of
thousand pounds the collection of last year. We are not yet’
satisfied with the collection. It represents neither the wealth
of London nor its religion, nor the amount and gravity of
the disease which is carefully and skilfully attended to in
hospitals and dispensaries. We are, nevertheless, grateful
for the strides by which the collection seems to mount up to
the &pound; 50,000 which we think it ought to reach, and we regard
these strides as an indication of the growing interest of the
people, at least of religious people, in the great problem and
duty of mitigating human suffering. There is another

serious reason for a steady and considerable increase in
the amount of the collection - viz., the gradual increase
of the number of institutions claiming to share in the
benefit of the Fund. It was shown by Dr. Glover on
Wednesday, at the meeting of the Council, that while
the collection of this year exceeds that of 1880 by &pound; 4000,
many of the best hospitals are getting less out of the

larger collection than they got out of the smaller.
This was true of no less than half of the hospitals. The

explanation given by Mr. Thomson Hankey, and no doubt
largely the right one, was that the number of institutions
claiming to share was constantly increasing, being now 145
against 130 in 1880. The value of this collection is intrinsically
great. Let anyone try to collect such a sum for any other
purpose that is not occasional, and in its nature sensational
and temporary, and he will find how impossible it

would be to get such a consensus of benevolent effort,
in which Jew and Gentile, Protestant and Catholic, vie with
each other. Bat it is not so much the amount of the collec-
tion that is so valuable, as the wide area of popular sym-
pathy and interest in which it takes its rise. Until the
institution of Hospital Sunday, the maintenance of hos-

pitals had been the special and almost exclusive care of the
wealthy and aristocratic classes of society, who, to their
credit, supported them well. It is far better, however, and
altogether fitter, in these days, when wealth is more equally
distributed, that all classes should share in the pleasure of
supporting hospitals and dispensaries ; and it is the great
value of Hospital Sunday that it brings this pleasure and
this duty directly before thousands of people who would
otherwise not be so appealed to.
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BRIGHTON SEWERAGE.

IT is in no hostile spirit that we publish the report of
Mr. Bailey-Denton on the sewerage of Brighton. The
views and suggestions he has made seem to us so im-

portant, that it is only fair to the authorities and rate-

payers of Brighton to place them at their disposal while
there is yet opportunity to make use of them in the way
of practical reform. It is needless to point out that the
judgment formed and expressed by Mr. Bailey-Denton is
no more dictated by prejudice than our own strictures have
been prompted by malice against the most conveniently
placed and generally eligible of seaside resorts in which
Londoners are personally interested. It is childish to treat
the friendly remonstrances of professional critics as the out.
pourings of a spirit of envy or animosity. It is solely in
the interests of public health and of the visitors to and
residents in Brighton we have interposed. It is indispens-
able to the comfort of the metropolitan population that
Brighton should be placed in a satisfactory condition as

regards its sewerage. No other locality can well be substi-
tuted for it as a popular sojourn, considering its proximity
to the metropolis, but at the same time it is manifest that
unless perfectly notorious defects in the sewage disposal of
the town and neighbourhood are removed, Brighton must,
and will assuredly, be avoided, let the Corporation resent
plain truth-speaking as vehemently as it may. If the
authorities of Brighton are well advised they will take the
report we now publish into very serious consideration,
and, before expending large sums of money on works which
besides being costly may prove ineffectual, endeavour to
arrive at a sound conclusion as to what it is best to do, not
only in the interests of the resident population, but of that
large class of visitors who regard this particular watering-
place as the one accessible and attractive resort.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

THE meeting of the British Medical Association, which
takes place at Worcester next week, under the presidency
of Dr. W. Strange, is one of especial interest from the fact
that it is the fiftieth anniversary of the Association, which
is to be celebrated in the same city that saw its inaugura-
tion by Sir Charles Hastings. Doubtless many references
will be made in the course of the week to the growth of
this important Association from the small " provincial"
body of 1832 to the present large and influential organi-
sation, with its numerous branches. The programme of
the meeting contains promise of good scientific work.
There are no fewer than eight sections-viz., Medicine,
Surgery, Obstetric Medicine, Public Medicine, Anatomy and
Physiology, Pathology, Ophthalmology, and Otology; and
in almost all of them one or more special debates have been
arranged upon subjects of particular interest. The session

may be said to open on Tuesday afternoon, the 8th inst.,
with service in the cathedral and a sermon by the Dean
of Worcester. In the evening, at the Assembly Rooms,
Guildhall, the opening general meeting will take place,
when the president’s address will be delivered, the annual
report of the Council presented, and other business trans-
acted. Notices of motion of two resolutions affecting altera-
tion in the by-laws have been given: one by Dr. Milner
Fothergill, limiting the term of office of editor of the Journal
to five years, but eligible for extension to a like period;
and the other by Dr. Ward Cousins, to the effect that the
President of the Association shall be ex officio member of
the General and Finance Committee, and providing for the
annual retirement of four of the elected members of that

Committee, who shall remain ineligible for re-election for
two years. This resolution will be seconded by Dr. Grigg,
and as it has a rather important constitutional bearing, it is

BRIGHTON SEWERAGE.

IT is in no hostile spirit that we publish the report of
Mr. Bailey-Denton on the sewerage of Brighton. The
views and suggestions he has made seem to us so im-

portant, that it is only fair to the authorities and rate-

payers of Brighton to place them at their disposal while
there is yet opportunity to make use of them in the way
of practical reform. It is needless to point out that the
judgment formed and expressed by Mr. Bailey-Denton is
no more dictated by prejudice than our own strictures have
been prompted by malice against the most conveniently
placed and generally eligible of seaside resorts in which
Londoners are personally interested. It is childish to treat
the friendly remonstrances of professional critics as the out.
pourings of a spirit of envy or animosity. It is solely in
the interests of public health and of the visitors to and
residents in Brighton we have interposed. It is indispens-
able to the comfort of the metropolitan population that
Brighton should be placed in a satisfactory condition as

regards its sewerage. No other locality can well be substi-
tuted for it as a popular sojourn, considering its proximity
to the metropolis, but at the same time it is manifest that
unless perfectly notorious defects in the sewage disposal of
the town and neighbourhood are removed, Brighton must,
and will assuredly, be avoided, let the Corporation resent
plain truth-speaking as vehemently as it may. If the
authorities of Brighton are well advised they will take the
report we now publish into very serious consideration,
and, before expending large sums of money on works which
besides being costly may prove ineffectual, endeavour to
arrive at a sound conclusion as to what it is best to do, not
only in the interests of the resident population, but of that
large class of visitors who regard this particular watering-
place as the one accessible and attractive resort.

THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

THE meeting of the British Medical Association, which
takes place at Worcester next week, under the presidency
of Dr. W. Strange, is one of especial interest from the fact
that it is the fiftieth anniversary of the Association, which
is to be celebrated in the same city that saw its inaugura-
tion by Sir Charles Hastings. Doubtless many references
will be made in the course of the week to the growth of
this important Association from the small " provincial"
body of 1832 to the present large and influential organi-
sation, with its numerous branches. The programme of
the meeting contains promise of good scientific work.
There are no fewer than eight sections-viz., Medicine,
Surgery, Obstetric Medicine, Public Medicine, Anatomy and
Physiology, Pathology, Ophthalmology, and Otology; and
in almost all of them one or more special debates have been
arranged upon subjects of particular interest. The session

may be said to open on Tuesday afternoon, the 8th inst.,
with service in the cathedral and a sermon by the Dean
of Worcester. In the evening, at the Assembly Rooms,
Guildhall, the opening general meeting will take place,
when the president’s address will be delivered, the annual
report of the Council presented, and other business trans-
acted. Notices of motion of two resolutions affecting altera-
tion in the by-laws have been given: one by Dr. Milner
Fothergill, limiting the term of office of editor of the Journal
to five years, but eligible for extension to a like period;
and the other by Dr. Ward Cousins, to the effect that the
President of the Association shall be ex officio member of
the General and Finance Committee, and providing for the
annual retirement of four of the elected members of that

Committee, who shall remain ineligible for re-election for
two years. This resolution will be seconded by Dr. Grigg,
and as it has a rather important constitutional bearing, it is


